56. NO YIELDING ON PRINCIPLES

After the Bezwada All-India Congress Committee
had decided to raise the Lokamanya Tilak Memorial
fund, and all possible efforts were being made to this
end. One day, Shankarlal Banker came to Bapu and
said: "Our province (Bombay) has thought of a rather
good way of collecting money for the Fund. All the
best theatrical companies have got together, and they
say that they will pick out their best actors, who will
co-operate in staging a really first-class play as a benefit
performance, provided Bapu attends the playl" Bapu
made no answer. Shankarlalbhai went on persuasively:
"It would not be a matter of thousands but of lacs,
Bapu, because they can charge what they like for the
tickets." Bapu took not a moment to make up his mind.
"It cannot be," he said decisively, "I never go to see
plays acted by professionals. I would not break this
rule even for a crore of rupees."

And that was that.

57. ABORTIVE INTERVIEW
The Punjab atrocities, the Khilafat question and
the attainment of Swaraj were the three grounds on
which Bapu based his countrywide non-co-operation
movement against the Government. The movement,
I think, was unique in the annals of Bharati history.
The Hindus and the Muslims had become one; we
were conscious of a new heaven and a new earth. A new
life was set flowing in the veins of a moribund nation.
The British were not at all happy about it! The
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